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2012 CONFERENCE INVITATION 
TAAE‘S 22nd Annual Conference and Exhibition 

TAAE: “Promoting Freedom, Opportunity and Self Respect” 

Crowne Plaza Hotel, Austin, Texas • February 2-3, 2012 

Welcome to this VERY SPECIAL ... 

TAAE  22nd  ANNUAL CELEBRATION. 

 

The Texas Association for Alternative Education 

(TAAE) Celebrates our 22nd Annual Conference 

and Exhibition. 

 

I want to welcome back those members and  

non-members who have joined us at previous  

conferences. Your constant participation is one of the 

main reasons TAAE has held 22 successful annual  conferences every year 

SINCE 1990. For those of you who did not join us last year in Austin, I 

want to personally ―Thank You‖ for attending, supporting and celebrating 

22 great years of helping the kids we love.  

 

We all know Alternative Educators have a very important part in a child’s 

life and development processes. We also know that technologies and edu-

cational materials we supply also play an important part in charting a suc-

cessful future for the children we teach. TAAE is a professional organiza-

tion of choice, discipline, public, and private, and correctional administra-

tors and educators who are dedicated to offering specialized educational 

opportunities for our members. We ask you to join with us and become one 

of the helping hands professionals who attend our annual conferences. Our 

members attend knowing our Association has some of the best trained and 

competent educators in the field of alternative education.  

 

There will be inclusive educational programs for the DAEP, JJAEP and 

Special Educations as part of our inclusion process as an association. We 

hope you will want to treat yourself as an educator to all the opportunities 

this conference can bring to you. We continually provide a variety of excel-

lent exhibits and products each year that draws attendance and helps you 

reach your goals as a professional educator, so please visit our exhibitors 

who are here to serve you and your schools.  

 

I would like to give a special thanks...to TAAE‘s 2012 Conference Chair 

Emily Feagan and the Conference Committee and volunteers for their 

many hours of  dedication to the our 2012 annual conference. I also want to 

thank you for your continued support of our alternative education efforts in 

Texas. I look forward to visiting with you during the conference. 

 

Deborah Johnson 

TAAE President 2012 
 

 

TAAE 2012 Executive Board 

President: Deborah Johnson,    djohnson@hcde-texas.org 

President-Elect: Marsha Burris,           marsha.burris@txkisd.net 

Vice President: Emily Feagan,            emilyrfeagan@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Linda Kelly,             lkkelly@academicplanet.net 

Treasurer: Keith Adams,             kadams@mesquiteisd.org 

Chapter Liaison:  Peggy Little,              plittle@mfisd.txed.net 

Past President: April Coker,               aencoker@gmail.com 

SILENT AUCTION BENEFIT  

AT THURSDAY SOCIAL 
 

In the name of TAAE Scholarship fund raising efforts we 

are ROLLING OUT SOME FANTASTIC PRIZES once 

again in the hopes our TAAE alternative educators can raise 

more money than last year for the Taylor Marceau TAAE 

Scholarship Fund.  

 

Every year TAAE raises funds but, this year we are rolling 

out the super prizes as we will have new prizes and events 

this year. Come early and stay late… as we see who knows 

when to make the last bid.  A little money can add up to great 

prizes and fun for everyone so don‘t miss out on these great 

prizes. Those who register by December 1, 2011 get into the 

reception free for food, desserts and great events. Those reg-

istering after December 1 or at the door have to buy-in to get 

in at the door and funds go to helping our 2012 scholarship 

event be successful. 

 

TAAE HOTEL INFORMATION: 

The TAAE Host Conference Hotel: 

Crowne Plaza Hotel  
6121 IH-35 @ 290East,  

Austin, Texas, 78752. 

Reservation Number: 800/227-6963 

Ask for the TAAE Conference Rates: 

$85 Single, $105 Double,  

$115 Triple, $125 Quad. 

Room Discount Cut-off Date:  

January 20, 2012 
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   2012 SESSION AT A GLANCE 
               TAAE‘S 22nd Annual Conference and Exhibition 

       TAAE: “Promoting Freedom, Opportunity and Self Respect” 

         Crowne Plaza Hotel, Austin, Texas • February 2-3, 2012 

WEDNESDAY FEB 1, 2012 
 

12-6pm   Registration……………………………….East Foyer 

3-4:30pm   Board Meeting …………………………...Austin Room 

7:00 pm    Conference Committee  

   & Facilitators/Meeting……….…...……….Austin Room 

 

THURSDAY FEB 2, 2012 
 

Note: No Bus Tour this year 

7:30am-6pm    Main Registration Opens…………..E. Lobby 

10am-12pm     Exhibitor Registration…...…………...E. Lobby 

12pm-5pm       Exhibitors Open..….………...……….Salon E 

 

THURSDAY, FEB. 2 - FEATURE EVENTS 

8:00am-10:30am   TEA Updates………….Lonestar 1, 2, 3 

        (STARR, EOC‘s) 

10:00am-10:30am    Exhibitor Break 

10:30am-12pm TAAE Membership Meeting/Elections 

  (Prize Drawing)………...Lonestar 1, 2, 3 

 

12pm-1:30pm     Lunch & Exhibitors (On your own) 

 
 

THURSDAY: ―PRE-CONFERENCE‖  HIGHLIGHT WORKSHOP 

 

―10 Proven Strategies to Inspire Even the 

Most Difficult Students‖ 

 
Pre-Conference: Christian Moore Presentation 
1:30– 4:30pm Thursday ………………..Salon A, B, C, D 

 

Christian Moore is the founder of the ―Why Try Organization‖ and 

―Why Try Program‖ which is used by over 500 schools nationwide.  

This unique workshop will give participants 10 proven methods to 

working with at-risk kids and as a participant you will be given (3) 

of these programs to take home with you. 

 

This is a ―Don‘t Miss‖ workshop opportunity! 
 

4:45-5:45pm  Round Tables 

1. DAEP = Less than 30 Students - Rudy Herrera    Lonestar 1 

2. DAEP = More than 30 Students - J.P. Luna         Lonestar 2 

3. AEC = Stand Alone - Peggy Little             Lonestar 3 

4. AEP = School within a School—Anita Morales       Salon F 

5. JJAEP - Sterling Norris                 Salon G 

6. Charter School - Tammy Thomas                 Salon H 

 

5:00pm   Exhibits - Close …………………..Salon E 

7:00 –10:00pm  Food/Ice Cream Social/Party  ……..Salons A-B-C-D 

  (Silent Auction) 

FRIDAY FEB 3, 2012 

 
7:00am-3pm Registration ……………………..,Sign-in/E. Lobby 
 
7:30am-3pm Exhibit Hours 
 
7:00am Exhibits Hall Open/Cont. Brkfast  Salon E 
 
7:45am Opening Remarks   Salon D 
 
 
8:am-10:00 am  General Session/Keynote   A, B, C, D 

Conference Address/Updates 

Student Scholarship Awards With Special Guests 
 
Keynote: - Christian Moore  
Topic: “Promoting Freedom, Opportunity and Self Respect” 
  
Salon E 
10:00- 10:30am   Visit The Exhibits Break/Breakfast Snacks  
 
Salon E 
10:30 - 3:00pm   Exhibits Open Food Break Items 
 
Salon E 
3:00pm             Exhibitors/Breakdown 
 

SESSION (A) BREAKOUTS 10:30 –11:30am 
     
 
11:30am - 1pm    LUNCH ON YOUR OWN –Hotel/or next door 
 

 

12:45pm      Exhibitor Prize Drawings  

 

1:00pm-2:00pm    SILENT AUCTION CLOSE-OUT 2pm -E. Foyer 

 

3:00pm          EXHIBIT HALL CLOSES 

 
 

 
SESSION (B) BREAKOUTS    
1:00 –2:00pm  
 

SESSION (C) BREAKOUTS 
2:15 – 3:15pm 
 

SESSION (D) BREAKOUTS 
3:30 – 4:30pm 
 
4:45pm  Closing Session  - Salon D 

  Prize Drawings 



PRE-CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS 
TAAE‘S 22nd Annual Conference and Exhibition 

TAAE: “Promoting Freedom, Opportunity and Self Respect” 

Crowne Plaza Hotel, Austin, Texas • February 2-3, 2012 
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“10 Strategies to Inspire Even the 
Most Difficult Students” 

 
Reality Ride 

1. Decision and choices have consequences 

      

Tearing Off Labels 

2. Your behavior decides your label 

      

Defense Mechanisms 

3. Learning to control your Defense Mechanism will give you more power to control your 

life than almost any other skills. 

 

 

The Motivation Formula 

4. Learn simple steps to follow to turn challenges into positive motivation. 

      

Climbing Out 

5. Learning how to climb out of the pot of negative peer influence. 

 

Jumping Hurdle 

6. Problem solving plan of how to jump over the hurdles that are holding you back. 

 

Desire Time & Effort 

7. The more desire, time and effort you are willing to put into something the more likely you are to achieve it.  

 

Lift the Weight 

8. Lifting the weight of laws, rules and self-discipline makes you stronger. 

 

Get Plugged In 

9. Getting plugged into the people who can help you reach your goals. 

 

Seeing Over the Wall 

10. Steps to get you on top of the wall to allow you to see Opportunity, Freedom and Self-Respect.   

THURSDAY MORNING, FEB. 2 - FEATURE EVENTS 

8:00am-10:30am   TEA Updates…………………………………….Lonestar 1, 2, 3 

 

10:00am-10:30am       Exhibitor Break…………………………………...Salon E 

 

10:30am-12pm        TAAE Membership Meeting/Elections…………. Lonestar 1, 2, 3   (Prizes) 

 

12pm-1:30pm         Lunch & Exhibitors (On your own)………………Salon E 

Pre-Conference: Intensive Hands-On Workshop  (3 hours) 
THURSDAY: ―PRE-CONFERENCE‖ AFTERNOON HIGHLIGHT WORKSHOP—Salon D, 1:30 - 4:30pm 



Salon A 

A-1: ―Connecting the Dots‖   
This presentation is part seminar/part activity.  I will give participants 5 keys to developing relationships with students.  We 

will then conduct an activity that will operationalize the 5 keys we‘ve identified. Developing good relationships with students 

is vital if we are going to challenge them to change their behavior.  In this seminar, Coach Collins gives 5 relationship building 

keys, Choice, Care, Commitment, Consistency and Courage then facilitates each core activity that will explain how to imple-

ment those 5 keys. 

Suitable for: Middle School, High School, School of Choice, Administration, Curriculum & Instruction, Discipline Centers  

 Presenter : Lamar T. Collins, MPA, Consultant  

 

Salon B    

A- 2:  ―Designing the Alternative Master Schedule‖ 

Discover how to create the master schedule that meets the needs of your student population and curriculum requirements.   

This workshop will review conventional and non-conventional schedules while highlighting the factors that drive the develop-

ment of an effective schedule. Various models will be presented that have been successfully utilized in alternative settings. 

Suitable for: Middle School, High School, School of Choice, Administration, Curriculum & Instruction, Discipline Centers  

Presenter: Sherida Traylor Barnes is the principal at the Harris County – Juvenile Justice Alternative Education School. She 

has worked in the field of education for twenty years and has fifteen years of administrative experience.  She has served as the 

campus principal of elementary, intermediate, and alternative schools.  
 

Salon C   

A-3  ―Developing One Student at a Time‖ 

This session takes a look at the changes in students, technology, and education. These changes are why Alternative Education 

Programs are needed. What can we do as educators to ensure success for our future, students?  

Suitable for: Elementary, Middle School, High School, School of Choice, Discipline Centers  

Presenter: Alethea Lee is the loving mother of one son and an educator for the past 10 years. She has taught 1st and 2nd grade 

self contained, 6th grade World Studies, 7th grade English/Language Arts, and 8th grade US History. Currently she is a Master 

Teacher, Instructional Coach and a Certified trainer for the Dallas Independent School District. She is a product of Dallas ISD 

and thankful for the service that she can provide to them.  

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 3 

10:30-11:30am “A” Session Breakouts 

  2012 SESSION DESCRIPTIONS 
           TAAE‘S 22nd Annual Conference and Exhibition 

        TAAE: “Promoting Freedom, Opportunity and Self Respect” 

        Crowne Plaza Hotel, Austin, Texas • February 2-3, 2012 

7:00am-3pm Registration—E. Foyer 

7:00am-3pm Exhibit Hours 

7:00am  Continental Breakfast/Exhibit Hall Opens 

7:45am  Opening Remarks—Salon D 

8:00am-10:00 am  Keynote Speaker Presentation - Salons A-B-C-D 
 

Keynote: Christian Moore, ―Promoting Freedom, Opportunity and Self Respect‖ 

                           Author of The WhyTry Program 
Christian Moore is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker, and has an M.S.W. from Brigham 

Young University. He has several years experience working with at risk youth, including 

work as a school counselor at an alternative high school, as a counselor with the Utah State 

Department of Youth Corrections, and as a youth outpatient therapist at a community mental 

health agency specializing in adolescents with conduct disorder and learning disabilities. He 

is the Founder of the WhyTry Organization, and has led the development of an at-risk program, 

―The WhyTry Program,‖ that is used by over 500 school districts nationwide. The program 

is also used by several private and public mental health agencies, group homes, and youth  detention 

centers. 
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Salon D 

A- 4      ―10 Strategies Proven to Inspire Even the Most Difficult Students‖  

Want to engage even the most challenging students?  This session will show you 10 strategies proven effective at building relation-

ships, grabbing attention, and inspiring even the most challenging students.  Learn to speak the language of today's youth using rele-

vant multi-media, physical activities, and visual metaphors.  The WhyTry Program is used to inspire students in K-12 schools, men-

tal health organizations and correctional institutions worldwide.  

Suitable for: Elementary, Middle School, High School, Curriculum & Instruction, Discipline Centers  

Presenter: Christian Moore is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker, and has an M.S.W. from Brigham Young University.  He has 

several years experience working with at risk youth, including work as a school counselor at an alternative high school, as a coun-

selor with the Utah State Department of Youth Corrections, and as a youth outpatient therapist at a community mental health agency 

specializing in adolescents with conduct disorder and learning disabilities.  

 

Salon F 

A-5    ―Family Empowerment through Creative Student Support‖  

Empowering families is a necessary step in the success of students enrolled at Disciplinary Alternative Education Programs. As our 

state faces difficult economic times in the education field we ponder doing more with less. Growing numbers at the DAEP call for 

creative ways to reach every student.   How can you provide individualized student support when your numbers are climbing con-

tinuously? Dallas ISD DAEP has found success. We will share our dynamic Family Empowerment Model that has brought success 

to thousands of youth across the city. The nuts and bolts of this leading model include: triaging, assignment of services, cooperative 

parent meetings, best practices documentation, family & staff empowerment, community collaboration, and information sharing.   

Suitable for: Middle School, High School, Discipline Centers, Counselors  

Presenters: Dr. Paul Snodgres has many years experience working with students at the Disciplinary Alternative  

Education Program. Dr. Snodgres is a Licensed Professional Counselor Supervisor, and has been a key component in the  

development of alternative programs within the Dallas ISD. Dr. Snodgres currently works as a Student Support Specialist/Counselor 

at the DAEP. Dr. Snodgres's past assignments have included secondary/alternative/Community In Schools service, as well as clinical 

supervision.  

Regina Christian-Swanson has 13 years experience working at the Disciplinary Alternative Education Program (DAEP). Mrs. 

Swanson works as a Student Support Specialist and is a Licensed Social Worker.  

 

Salon G 

A-6     ―Making Vocab Fun‖ 

In this hands-on session, you will learn how to make learning vocabulary fun, interactive, and engaging using proven methods and 

materials building on Robert Marzano's well-respected research.  Get the scoop on vocabulary building - what works and what does-

n't!  Give your students an advantage in reading comprehension, verbal communication, and test preparation!  

Suitable for: Math, English, Middle School, High School 

Presenter: Dr. Sheila Griffith has been learning foreign languages since the age of 13.  She currently reads 10 foreign languages.  

Dr. Griffith has been teaching Greek at the university level since 1998.  It has been through her teaching and her own language ac-

quisition that Dr. Griffith has developed an effective method for learning and using vocabulary that is correlated with Marzano's re-

search.  Dr. Griffith has studied and lived in German and The Vatican.  

 

Salon H    

A-7   ―Relevance in the Real World...How do We Meet the Challenge?‖ 

Given the extremely high drop-out rate and disengagement among students in high school today, teachers need every advantage to 

maintain student interest and participation.  Project Based Learning and appropriate use of technology is an important tool in this 

quest.  My presentation will provide strategies and methods that are immediately applicable in elementary, middle school, and high 

school classrooms.  

Suitable for: High School, School of Choice, Curriculum & Instruction 

Presenter: Margaret Patterson earned her degree from Tarleton State University and is currently working on her PhD.  She comes 

from a corporate background and is very sensitive to making education relevant and real-world for the students.  Ms. Patterson has 

taught for 17 years and currently teaches English, Speech, and Theater at KEYS Academy in Harlingen, TX.  She is certified to teach 

English, Theater Arts, and ESL, and has taught AP English, ESL, Theater Arts, and English.  Ms. Patterson is also currently Project 

Based Learning Campus Coordinator.  Additionally, she is project manager for campus and district projects and campus webmaster.  
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Lonestar 1 

A-8  ―Keepin‘ it Fresh‖ 

Walk away with user friendly questions and guidelines that will assist you in motivating your students to write quality reviews on eve-

rything from video games, to websites, to comic books. 

 On Monday morning, what do the kids want to talk about instead of doing that boring essay or book report?  You will hear heated 

discussions, descriptions and debates about what new film they saw Friday night, or whose concert they attended on Saturday.  Use 

this enthusiasm to teach your students the important skills included in critical analysis, reading, writing and editing.  Come on in and 

see how! 

Suitable for: English, Middle School, High School, School of Choice  

Presenter: Tamez Cade has been teaching all four secondary levels of English Language Arts and Creative Writing for thirteen years 

at the Allison L. Steele Enhanced Learning Center in SCUCISD. She specializes in teaching at risk and parenting teens how to write.  

She also encourages them to explore, examine and share their interests and hobbies.  In having the students write about their most val-

ued pastimes, she helps them feel validated and builds confidence in their complicated, and often troubled lives.  

 

Lonestar 2 

A-9  ―Sexting and the Law‖ 
This session will inform the participants about the dangers of Sexting: what sexting is, how students are using it, what the law says 
about it and what the consequences of this action can mean for the students. 
Suitable for: Middle School, High School, School of Choice, Discipline Centers 
Presenter: Hallie Behrens is the counselor for the DAEP in Marble Falls.  She is a Juvenile Probation Counselor for the 33rd and 

424th Judicial District. Her primary areas are anger management, treatment for juveniles with sexual behavior problems, and treatment 

for drug related issues. 

 

Lonestar 3 
A-10  ―Counseling in an Alternative School...What Does it Look Like?‖ 
The goal of school counseling is to help students be successful today, tomorrow and in the future. This presentation will provide infor-

mation to help you help your students be successful during their high school years  and beyond. There will be a variety of topics cov-

ered, from theories used in counseling students, policies and procedures used in an alternative setting to post secondary education re-

quirements. Various models will be presented that have been successful in our DAEP and Choices program. 

Suitable for: Middle School, High School, School of Choice, Discipline Centers 

Presenter: Anita F Morales has her Master's of Education from Tarleton State University. She is the CATE counselor at the Bell 

County Alternative School, which serves 5 small Bell County school districts.  

Terry Day, Principal Bell Co. Alt. School — His campus Serves 5 Bell County Districts 

2012 SESSION DESCRIPTIONS 
TAAE‘S 22nd Annual Conference and Exhibition 

TAAE: “Promoting Freedom, Opportunity and Self Respect” 
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Salon A 

B-1: ―Connecting the Dots‖   
This presentation is part seminar/part activity.  I will give participants 5 keys to developing relationships with students.  We will then 

conduct an activity that will operationalize the 5 keys we‘ve identified. Developing good relationships with students is vital if we are 

going to challenge them to change their behavior.  In this seminar, Coach Collins gives 5 relationship building keys, Choice, Care, 

Commitment, Consistency and Courage then facilitates each core activity that will explain how to implement those 5 keys. 

Suitable for: Middle School, High School, School of Choice, Administration, Curriculum & Instruction, Discipline Centers  

 Presenter : Lamar T. Collins, MPA, Consultant  

 

Salon B 

B-2  "Using an Excel/Access Database to Enhance Flexible Scheduling and Tracking of Student Performance‖ 

A database for our by-choice alternative high school campus enables us to easily adjust student schedules with four core teachers as 

students independently start and end courses, working at their own pace throughout the school year. Both student progress and  

attendance are monitored by the database to flag students whose performance needs attention. I will show how the database is  

designed to maximize flexibility in meeting individual needs while providing teachers with convenient tracking tools.  

Suitable for: School of Choice, Administration 

Presenters: Joe Sanford is a High school science teacher and retired research chemist with a major chemical company.  

 

Salon C 

B-3  ―Self-Directed Student Behavior Management‖ 

Are you looking for comprehensive behavior, attendance, and discipline documentation ? Come see our simple system that  

documents all this plus more and brings the joy of having all that data on one sheet of paper per student each week. 

Suitable for: Middle School, High School, Administration, Counselors 

Presenters: Joey Belgard has over 25 years in the classroom with the last 6 in Alternative settings. Many years as a teacher in the  

traditional classrooms of Dallas ISD began a career that transitioned into the Reconnection Center at Spruce High School and now at 

Rockwall Quest Academy in the DAEP for Rockwall ISD. 

Christy Epstein has nine years of classroom experience, the last five being at DAEPs. Also a certified principal with educational 

coaching training.  Currently working in Rockwall ISD in north Texas. 

 

Salon D 

B-4             ―Changing Student Expectations in Math‖ 

At-Risk math students think math is infinitely impossible. Learn how to change that. 

Suitable for: Math, Curriculum & Instruction, High School, Administrative 

Presenter: Randy Hendricks is a 32-year veteran teacher of math.  His entire career has been teaching at-risk students.  Randy 

teaches at Martin HS in Arlington ISD.  He teaches 5 sections of Jr. remedial math and 1 section of Sr. re-testers.  In 2007 he teamed 

up with Dr. Sheila Griffith of Knowsys Educational Services to develop an effective (and refreshing!) math remediation program for 

pre-Algebra - Exit level - The Basic Genius Program they created empowers teachers and at-risk students. 

 

Salon F 

B-5  "Revamp and Revitalize Your Campus‖ 

By attending this session you will learn the following:  Get TAKS scores up,  Reduce failure list, Get parents involved, 

Get students in compliance, Access to forms! 

Suitable for: High School, School of Choice, Curriculum & Instruction, Counselors 

Presenters: Patricia A. Alford is the principal of the Taylor Opportunity Center and has been serving families for over three years.  

Billy Duke is a teacher at the Taylor Opportunity Center for special education.  

Mary McFarlin is a Clerk at the Taylor Opportunity Center. 
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1:00-2:00pm “B” Session Breakouts 



 

 

 

Salon G 

B-6  ―Learning to Use ‗Life Tools‘ for Getting Back on the Road to Success‖ 

We do a good job teaching students how to set goals and even providing the tools to reach them. However, learning to properly use 

the tools that one is given is a component often that is lacking.  We assume that students will understand how and when to use these 

tools, or even as to why they are an important part of their "Life Tool Chest."  Learn the process by which we at EPIC provide the 

forum for students to become "Skilled Life Craftsman." *A couple new tools have been added since last year. 

Suitable for: Counselors, High School 

Presenter: Jim Bergstrom has a Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences from Southern Illinois University in Carbondale, Mas-

ters of Educational Administration from Texas Southern University, Barbers Hill DAEP/EPIC principal 2009 to present.  

 

Salon H 

B-7  ―Give ME a Voice by Giving ME a Choice‖ 

Improving student achievement through increasing students's involvement in identifying target behaviors and progress monitoring 

their behavior and academic achievement.  We will also look at the positive correlation between academic and behavioral factors and 

various ways to increase student's involvement. 

Suitable for: Elementary, Middle School, High School, School of Choice, Technical, Discipline Centers, Curriculum & Instruction 

Presenters: Lisa Couch has been an educator in Houston for 17 years, she‘s had the pleasure of working with both Exemplary pub-

lic and charter schools.  She has spent a large amount of time establishing inclusion programs from PPCD, through HS Behavioral 

Adjustment Centers. The last several years she has spent helping design and developing data tracking systems to improve behavioral 

outcomes for "At Risk" students. 

Rey Doria has worked in Special Education for 24 years and spent 21 years in HISD in various settings from behavior classroom to 

the Juvenile Justice Center and is currently at YES Prep. 

Sunny DeLa Garza has been an Educator for over 12 years in Houston, he has worked with "At Risk" and Gifted/Talented students 

to identify and improve behavioral outcomes for students who were dually labeled. 

John Jiang has worked with several schools in Texas, to create systems to store critical data points and help schools create systems 

to improve academic and behavioral outcomes. 

 

Lonestar 1 

B-8  ―Strategies, Policies and Procedures to Help the Struggling Reader in Grades 6-12‖ 

Despite our belief that all students can learn, we often find ourselves perplexed over ways to help those students who learn differ-

ently. Sometimes these students struggle with comprehension, lack of motivation, or have qualified for special education programs. 

Yet, it is our responsibility to provide them with the opportunities and challenges that will most motivate their learning and enhance 

their Academic experiences. We want to do our best for students, but sometimes it just isn‘t easy to know what the best is. The 

Strategies in this presentation are designed to help you along in that process.  

Suitable for: Middle School, High School, Curriculum & Instruction  

Presenters: Tammy S. Thomas was introduced to the education profession after serving Dallas County Sheriff‘s Department as an 

officer for ten years. In 2000, she began working for an alternative charter school in Dallas, Texas. She received a Bachelor‘s of Sci-

ence in Political Science/ Pre-Law and a Master‘s of Science in Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment. She has received her certi-

fications in Special Education, History, ESL, and Principal. She has worked with students in grades from K-12 and is currently 

working with Dallas County Juvenile Justice Charter as the District Testing Coordinator. She was named Teacher of the Year by 

Region 10 in 2006 and has received several awards for her service to the profession.  In her spare time, Ms. Thomas is an avid reader 

and a mentor for young men and women through her community service organization, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc.  

Sterling J. Norris III came to Dallas County Juvenile Justice Charter School after nearly ten years of service in the field of social 

work.  He developed many unique academic programs that relied on the impact of emerging education and social sciences together.  

He is an Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD), Science Teachers Association of Texas (STAT), The 

National Science Teachers Association (NSTA), as well as a current member of the planning of The Texas Association for Alterna-

tive Education for alternative educators (TAAE) committee and continues to serve Dallas county Charter Schools as a teacher and 

department lead Mr. Norris serves Medlock Treatment Center as a science teacher and in the capacity of lead teacher.   
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Lonestar 2  

B-9: ―A Compelling Curriculum (for Change) ‖ 
Current research supports the concept that character education taught in isolation is not as effective as integrating it into the aca-

demic curriculum.  If one of your goals is to impact students in meaningful ways that foster character growth, this session is for you.  

Participants will be provided with practical units, lessons, and resources that infuse TEKS based English Language Arts & Social 

Studies curriculum with character education that is relevant and engaging for secondary populations. 

Suitable for: English, Middle School, High School, Administration, Curriculum & Instruction, Discipline Centers, Counselors  

Presenters: Tammy O. Edwards is a middle school teacher at the Alternative Learning Center in Austin ISD.  She is a graduate of 

UT Austin, with a BS in Applied Learning & Development and MEd in Multi-Cultural Special Ed, with Generalist 1-8, Secondary 

English, and Special Ed EC-12 certifications.  She has over 15 years of experience working with ‗at-risk‘ student populations, and 

she has presented at local and national conferences on topics related to curriculum, service learning, and advocacy.  
Tricia Jokerst is pursuing a PhD in Special Ed Admin at UT, is a National Certified Counselor, has MEd Counseling, BA Psychology  

 

Lonestar 3 

B-10        ―Virtual School Students  - 21st Century Learners‖ 

Texarkana ISD Virtual Academy, Texas Virtual School Network (TxVSN) Presenters will give information to participants on the 

eCP approved program for the Public School funding for the 2011-2012 school year. How to enroll students and sign up for TxVSN 

courses for regular credits and Dual Credit courses. 

Suitable for:  Elementary, High School, School of Choice, Administration  

Presenters: Marsha Burris is currently the Principal of OPTIONS Academic High School and the new Texarkana ISD Virtual 

Academy for grades 3-6.  

Randi Born is the counselor at Falls Career High School in Marble Falls ISD.  She brings valuable information for those interested 

in TxSVN. 
 
 
 
 
 
Salon A   
C-1 ―Why Should We Learn This?: Project-Based Learning at the DAEP‖ 
We teach at the disciplinary alternative high school in Dallas ISD. Students from 42 high schools within DISD are assigned to our 
campus for disciplinary terms ranging from thirty to sixty days. Based on the needs of students and the nature of our population, we 
strive to incorporate principles from project-based learning in our lesson designs, particularly when teaching challenging material. In 
this presentation, we will share how we use key principles and tools of project-based learning in our instructional strategies and as-
sessments as we work with our alternative school population.  
Suitable for: Math, Science, English, Middle School, High School, School of Choice, Curriculum & Instruction, Discipline Centers 
Presenters: Earlie Burleson is a native of Grand Prairie, Texas. She spent eight years in civil engineering in the U.S. Army and 
graduated from Dallas Baptist University as a Biology/Pre-med Major. She is currently working on a Masters in Leadership and Pol-
icy.  She has a passion for empowering young people to take charge of their future, through education encouragement, guidance, and, 
moreover, love.  
Lauren Dowdy has been teaching for 4 years in Dallas ISD. Prior to teaching, she worked for the Center for Public Leadership at 

Harvard University. She is a graduate of Abilene Christian University.  

 

Salon B    

C-2  ―A Positive Model That Works!‖ 

Moving from a punitive discipline campus to a campus that rewards great behavior has been a journey!  We will discuss the issues 

we've faced from administrators, parents and teachers in moving from a punitive model to one in which students are encouraged to 

recognize their mistakes, learn from them and move on.  Our primary focus at McKinney ISD Discipline Alternative Education Pro-

gram is to send students back to their home campus better prepared academically and behaviorally. We'll offer our Positive Rein-

forcement Sheets and discuss the rewards we offer for excellent behavior.  

Suitable for: Elementary, Middle School, High School, School of Choice, Administration, Discipline Centers  

Presenters: Cynthia Morton is in her second year as principal of McKinney ISD's Discipline Campuses which include the DAEP, 

Collin County JJAEP and Collin County's County Residential Center (Juvenile Detention Secure Facility).  She has eight years pre-

vious experience as principal and executive director of Cassata High School and Learning Center in Fort Worth.  Ms. Morton's heart 

has always been with at-risk youth and in helping them obtain the education needed to be successful in life. 

Julee Smith, LMSW, is in her third year as the Intervention Specialist at the MISD DAEP. With 12 years experience in emotional/

behavioral therapy, she brings a unique perspective to behavior change.  
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Salon C    

C-3  ―Data, Data Everywhere - What REALLY is Important?" 
Utilizing your district/campus current data points to identify target sub-populations in writing district/campus behavioral goals to maximize impact 

on target populations including identification, progress monitoring, and program evaluation.  

Suitable for: Elementary, Middle School, High School, School of Choice, Technical, Discipline Centers  

Presenters: Lisa Couch has been an educator in Houston for 17 years, she‘s had the pleasure of working with both Exemplary public and charter 

schools.  She has spent a large amount of time establishing inclusion programs from PPCD, through HS Behavioral Adjustment Centers. The last 

several years she has spent helping design and developing data tracking systems to improve behavioral outcomes for "At Risk" students. 

Rey Doria has worked in Special Education for 24 years and spent 21 years in HISD in various settings from behavior classroom to the Juvenile 

Justice Center and is currently at YES Prep. 

Sunny DeLa Garza has been an Educator for over 12 years in Houston, he has worked with "At Risk" and Gifted/Talented students to identify and 

improve behavioral outcomes for students who were dually labeled. 

John Jiang has worked with several schools in Texas, to create systems to store critical data points and help schools create systems to improve 

academic and behavioral outcomes. 

 

Salon D 
C-4  ―Whale Done! The Progressive Challenge‖ 
―Whale done!‖ We educate our students with an emphasis on what they do well rather than what they struggle with.  Teachers and staff begin each 

9 week session with a discussion about each student‘s dream.  These dreams and goals are used to individualize the modules.  Students are provided 

TAKS assessment with encouragement based on previous scores.    Students who achieve the credits and TAKS scores to graduate are ―clapped 

out‖ by the entire student body and all staff.  Graduating students are encouraged to give words of wisdom to their fellow students at the end of 

their clap out walk. 

Suitable for: Curriculum & Instruction  
Presenters: Terri Verdone, ELA Teacher.  John Marrow, CATE Teacher.  Reginald Phillips, Math Teacher.  James Soders, Principal at Progressive 
High School. 

 

Salon F 

C-5   ―Designing Professional Learning Communities as a Secondary DAEP‖ 
 Ensuring student success is a priority for educators that work at the DAEP. Innovative thinking and learning is used when creating an environment 

of developing the whole child.   Each child assigned to the DAEP comes to school with a unique set of skills, talents and challenges, and each stu-

dent must have his or her individual needs met before learning can occur. The structure of Dallas‘ DAEP is uniquely designed to meet these chal-

lenges. This session will discuss the strategies, tools, and methods that are used to create a collaborative environment of team builders who focus on 

the needs of the students.  

Suitable for: Math, Science, English, Middle School, High School, Administration, Curriculum & Instruction, Discipline Centers 

Presenter: Charlenta Govan is a the academic/testing coordinator at Dallas' Secondary DAEP. She has been in education for ten years and has 

worked in a variety of secondary school environments from magnets, comprehensive, school within schools and alternative schools. She is cur-

rently a Curriculum and Instruction doctorate student at Texas A & M Commerce with research interest in Response to Intervention, assessment 

and secondary school instruction.  

 

Salon G 

C-6  ―Can‘t Never Could‖ 
 It is very tough to battle the self-fulfilling prophecy!  Learn communication techniques that help students see what is possible and then make it 

happen.  

Suitable for: Math, Science, English, Middle School, High School, School of Choice, Curriculum & Instruction, Discipline Centers  

Presenter: Will Mercer is adjunct Professor of Communications at Texas State University.  He has extensive experience in both corporate and 

public school training.  His motivational techniques and communication strategies have been implemented in such organizations at Motorola and 

CVS Caremark. 

 

Salon H 

C-7  ―Alternative Route to a Diploma‖ 
We will trace the path of the creation of a nontraditional high school from Drop out to Graduation. Focusing on the online learning tools imple-

mented to meet the individual needs of all students for graduation and beyond.  

Suitable for: High School, School of Choice, Discipline Centers  

Presenters: Mary Kay Tyson is the campus principal for Judson Secondary Alternative School as well as the Judson Evening High School.  She 

has been a classroom teacher, District Math Specialist, District Textbook Coordinator, District Records Management Officer and District Hearing 

Officer.  Ms. Tyson received her Master in Educational Administration from Trinity University.  She has previously presented at the Lexile Na-

tional Conference & Quantile Symposium and the Texas Association of Secondary School Principals. 

Jesus Calderon is the Assistant Principal for Judson Secondary Alternative School as well as the Judson Evening High School.  He has been a 

classroom teacher and an AP for elementary, middle and high school.  He received his Masters in Educational  

Administration from University of Texas at San Antonio. 
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Lonestar 1   

C-8  ―Hatching Student Success Through Cognitive Instructional Strategies‖ 

HATCH trainings are research-based interactive workshops designed to increase teacher‘s cognition knowledge in memory acquisi-

tion, sensory integration, attention, motivation, efficacy, and active processing.  Hooking student attention, managing group dynam-

ics, maintaining learner focus, and chunking learning into slices of comprehension are cognition factors essential to effective instruc-

tion. Few educators purposefully manipulate student cognition to improve learning outcomes.  Presentation is specifically designed 

for educators who work with high risk learners.  

Suitable for: Elementary, Middle School, High School, School of Choice, Administration, Curriculum & Instruction, Discipline 

Centers  

Presenters: Tamara Thompson, M.S., is an educator with over 11 years of experience.She has received numerous awards for her 

teaching. Tamara was the 2002 Austin Area Charter School‘s Teacher of the Year and was chosen as one of ten teachers from 180 

Youth Build sites to receive a YouthBuild USA Teacher‘s Fellowship. She is also college instructor in Biology and a recent recipient 

of a Research Fellows at UNT where she is completing a Ph.D. in C&I. She has trained thousands of teachers across the US.  

 

Lonestar 2    

C-9 ―Virtual School Students  - 21st Century Learners‖ 

Texarkana ISD Virtual Academy, Texas Virtual School Network (TxVSN) Presenters will give information to participants on the 

eCP approved program for the Public School funding for the 2011-2012 school year. How to enroll students and sign up for TxVSN 

courses for regular credits and Dual Credit courses. 

Suitable for:  Elementary, High School, School of Choice, Administration  

Presenters: Marsha Burris is currently the Principal of OPTIONS Academic High School and the new Texarkana ISD Virtual 

Academy for grades 3-6.  

Randi Born is the counselor at Falls Career High School in Marble Falls ISD.  She brings valuable information for those interested 

in TxSVN. 

 

Lonestar 3   

C-10 ―Parenting and Paternity Awareness‖ (p.a.p.a.) 

What percentage of your students are teen parents or at-risk of becoming one? The Office of the Attorney General's 

(OAG) p.a.p.a. program is an innovative education curriculum designed for youth that teaches the rights, responsibilities and 

realities of parenting. In this session, we'll explore the change in family formation over the last 30 years; cover the key themes of 

p.a.p.a., such as the importance of father involvement, the value of paternity establishment, and the legal realities of child support; 

and review OAG resources for teen parents. 

Suitable for: High School, Licensed Professional, Curriculum & Instruction, Administrative 

Presenter Bio: Rebecca Turnbow, BS, works in the Office of Family Initiatives at the Texas Office of Attorney General (OAG). 

She is responsible for developing and coordinating partnerships and projects to educate parenting and non-parenting teens on issues 

related to legal paternity, child support, and the benefits of healthy marriage for children. She currently oversees the training of 

educators on the Parenting and Paternity Awareness (p.a.p.a.) program. 
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Salon A   

D-1 ―Sexting and the Law‖ 
This session will inform the participants about the dangers of Sexting: what sexting is, how students are using it, what the law says 
about it and what the consequences of this action can mean for the students. 
Suitable for: Middle School, High School, School of Choice, Discipline Centers 
Presenter: Hallie Behrens is the counselor for the DAEP in Marble Falls.  She is a Juvenile Probation Counselor for the 33rd and 
424th Judicial District. Her primary areas are anger management, treatment for juveniles with sexual behavior problems, and treat-
ment for drug related issues.  (Repeat Session) 
 
Salon B   
D-2  ―Teen Talk: Training Mental Health Counselors at a Disciplinary Alternative Education Program (DAEP).‖ 
Developing, Implementing, and Evaluating of a Counselor in Training Program at a DAEP. The Teen Talk project has several objec-
tives consistent with a school-based intervention for at-risk youth: (1)To create an opportunity for positive therapeutic counselor/
student working relationship.(2)To change the perception of counseling, helping students understand that counseling interventions 
can help them increase their array of coping skills and overall adjustment.3)To evaluate the impact of counseling process on student 
development of psychosocial skills.  
Suitable for: Middle School, High School, School of Choice, Discipline Centers, Counselors  
Presenters: Dr. Eunice Lerma is currently employed at SLGC as member of the counseling team. She has over five years experi-
ence and is a license professional counselor and has a doctorate in counselor education. She has conducted research in experiences of 
minority youth. Her interests include working with at risk and adjudicated youth. 
Troy Tillmon is currently an assistant principal and math teacher at Student Learning and Guidance Center.  
 
Salon C 
D-3   ―Motivating At-Risk Students to Succeed‖ 
Having difficulty motivating your at-risk students?  Frustrated that your students have given up?  Rejuvenate your math program 
with effective materials designed to re-engage at-risk students who have "checked out" in all but body!  Learn how to give your stu-
dents a reason to get involved and get with the program.  
Suitable for: Math, High School, Administration, Curriculum & Instruction 
Presenter:  Randy Hendricks is a 32-year veteran teacher of math. His entire career has been teaching at-risk students. Randy 
teaches at Martin HS in Arlington ISD. He teaches 5 sections of Jr remedial math and 1 section of Sr re-testers. In 2007 he teamed up 
with Dr. Sheila Griffith of Knowsys Educational Services to develop an effective (and refreshing!) math remediation program for pre
-Algebra - Exit level. The Basic Genius Program they created empowers teachers and at-risk students to succeed.  
 
Salon D 
D-4 ―Whale Done! The Progressive Challenge‖ 
―Whale done!‖ We educate our students with an emphasis on what they do well rather than what they struggle with.  Teachers and 

staff begin each 9 week session with a discussion about each student‘s dream.  These dreams and goals are used to individualize the 

modules.  Students are provided TAKS assessment with encouragement based on previous scores.    Students who achieve the credits 

and TAKS scores to graduate are ―clapped out‖ by the entire student body and all staff.  Graduating students are encouraged to give 

words of wisdom to their fellow students at the end of their clap out walk. 

Suitable for: Curriculum & Instruction  
Presenters: Terri Verdone, ELA Teacher.  John Marrow, CATE Teacher.  Reginald Phillips, Math Teacher.  James Soders, Principal at 
Progressive High School. 
 
Salon F 
D-5  ―The Dropout Dilemma: Solutions‖ 
This session provides an overview of current dropout prevention, intervention and recovery research and trends along with practical 
methods of identifying and tracking students at-risk of dropping out as early as sixth grade. A blueprint for implementing a systemic 
program district and community wide will be shared. Participants will leave with replicable, concrete and hands-on materials that 
they can take back to their districts and implement with their existing programs or assist them in establishing a functional program. 
Suitable for: Middle School, High School, School of Choice, Administration, Curriculum & Instruction, Discipline Centers  
Presenter: Dena Frieda is a retired principal of a Best Practice DAEP.  She  co-authored "An Exemplary Discipline Alternative 
Education Program Handbook."  She presented at the National Alternative Educators Conference in 2011.  She has assisted districts 
that were unacceptable for their dropout rate by establishing a district wide dropout prevention program.  She graduated from 
TAMU, Masters of EDAD. She has 35+ years in education. 
Tracy Anderson is the Coordinator for the MED School in Caldwell ISD. MED is an Optional Flexible School Day Program that 
was established to recover students that had dropped out and retain students.  
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Salon G   
D-6  ―It is Better to Earn than to Receive‖ 
Learn effective, proven classroom management strategies to re-engage hostile and frustrated students.  This interactive presentation 
will present ideas for warm-up activities, grading, group work, and more!  
Suitable for: Math, Middle School, High School, Curriculum & Instruction  
Presenter: Dr. Sheila Griffith has been writing curriculum since 2003 and has taught students from middle school to graduate school.  
In 2007 she teamed up with Randy Hendricks of Arlington's Martin HS (a 32-year veteran teacher of risk-math students) to develop an 
effective (and refreshing!) math remediation program for pre-Algebra - Exit level.  The Basic Genius Program they created empowers 
teachers and at-risk students to succeed.  Dr. Griffith is the co-founder of Knowsys Educational Services.  
 

Salon H 

D-7  ―GOAL: Guys Operating as Leaders‖ 

GOAL is a locally developed program with the intent of endowing male Hispanic students with leadership principles needed to en-

hance success at home, in school, and within the community. With help from the Denton Police Department – SRO Division and area 

business leaders,  GOAL promotes academic rigor and accountability, enrollment in enhanced middle school classes, and increased 

gifted and talented placement testing among program participants.  

Suitable for: Middle School, Discipline Centers, Service Learning  

Presenters: Chris Ice recently completed a master‘s degree in educational administration. He has been a resident of Denton, Texas 

circa 20 years and is deeply vested in his community. Chris assumes many leadership roles as an educator and serves students, parents, 

community, administrators, and directors with excellence. He has a keen interest in working with limited English constituents and cur-

rently develops and manages leadership academies for Hispanic students at all Denton ISD middle schools. A proud husband and fa-

ther, Chris comes from family of public school teachers.  

 
Lonestar 1  

D-8 ―ABC‘s for Success at the DAEP‖ 

This session is geared toward providing success to special education students who are placed at an off-campus Discipline Alternative 

Education Program. 
Suitable for: Elementary, Middle School, High School, School of Choice, Discipline Centers  
Presenter:  Terri Thomas is an educator of 19 years with a specialty in Special Education. Her teaching experience ranges from 7th 
to 12th grade and she is currently a master teacher, Special Education Department Chair, and a Certified trainer of the 40 Developmen-
tal Assets for the Dallas Independent School District.  
Darlene Medlin-Morris is an educator of 31 years with a specialty in Special Education with an emphasis in behavioral intervention. 
Her teaching experience ranges from 6th to 12th grade.  
 
Lonestar 2    
D-9  ―Addressing Urban Psychological Cannibalism‖ 
The definition of Urban Psychological Cannibalism© is the state in which urban individuals are conditioned through music, environ-
ment and social interactions to believe that their circumstances are a positive state of being which feeds into their current lifestyle, kill-
ing their determination for life outside of their poverty mentality, which ultimately will lead to cyclical mental, emotional and physical 
deterioration.  This workshop will explore urban psychological cannibalism and how it affects self perception, student achievement, 
reintegration, and success in school.  Suitable for: High School, Administration, Discipline Centers, Counselors 
Presenter: Dr. Eboni Wilson grew up in South Central Los Angeles working to pump gas at the age of six to earn enough money to 

feed himself.  As a teen football was a tool to help him make a change.  He concentrated on school and six years later earned his doc-

torate in Education. Since earning his PhD, Eboni has focused his passion on troubled youth. He has also been fortunate enough to 

work with educators on improving quality instruction in order to advance the academic skills of urban children. 

Diona has focused her career on helping those who have been left behind and works to change a system which allows students to qual-

ify for special education and then fail.  
 
Lonestar 3 

D-10 ―Parenting and Paternity Awareness‖ (p.a.p.a.) 

What percent of your students are teen parents or at-risk of becoming one? The Office of the Attorney General's 

(OAG) p.a.p.a. program is an innovative education curriculum designed for youth that teachs the rights, responsibilities and realities 

of parenting. In this session, we'll explore the change in family formation over the last 30 years; cover the key themes of p.a.p.a., 

such as the importance of father involvement, the value of paternity establishment, and the legal realities of child support; and review 

OAG resources for teen parents. 

Suitable for: High School, Licensed Professional, Curriculum & Instruction, Administrative 

Presenter Bio: Rebecca Turnbow,  (Repeat from C-10 Session) 
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Note: PowerPoint LCD presentations/equipment/computers must be supplied by Schools or presenters due 
to high costs. 
INTERNET CONNECTION FOR WEB ACCESS DURING PRESENTATIONS ARE $100.00 AT HOTEL. 
 

I Need/Require:   Overhead   Flipchart   VCR/Monitor   35mm  

 Math  Science  SOL  English 

 Elementary  Middle School  High School  Chapter 37 

 School of Choice  Technical  Administrative  Curriculum & Instruction 

 Discipline Centers  Licensed  Professional Counselors  Service Learning 

Type of Program:  Information  Application  Instruction 
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JOIN A 2012 TAAE COMMITTEE 

Check all TAAE Committees of interest to you for 2012 
Turn in your choices today to the TAAE Registration Desk, or by mail or fax by March 1, 2012 

 SCHOLARSHIP & AWARDS 

Review applications from students, educators, and 
programs for scholarships and awards. 

 MEMBERSHIP 

Membership committee representatives get to know 
the needs of our TAAE members and design pro-
grams, benefits to fill the needs of our membership. If 
you are an outgoing ñAò personality...please join this 
committee. 

 FINANCE 

If you are frugal with your own money, have  
experience at your school with budgets, you could 
definitely help out TAAE and volunteer. 

 LEGISLATIVE 

If youôre in touch legislatively, wish to interact on 
behalf of alternative education issues and keep 
teachers informed, we can use your help. 

 CONFERENCE 

Help TAAE conferences with programming ideas, 
meetings at conferences, hotels, and onsite  
attendees. 

 BYLAWS 

If you have an eye for details and thinking through 
ramifications of ideas this could be very helpful to 
TAAE and our bylaw committee efforts and long 
range planning efforts. 

 NEWSLETTER: òALTERNATIVESó 

Finding alternative education articles, interviewing education 
teachers, locating best practices information, and teacher 
awards throughout Texas. Newsletter designed by 
headquarters staff 

 Articles/General Interest 

 Did you know articles 

 Research information 

 Studies on alternative education 

  WEBSITE 

Join us in keeping the TAAE website current, with 
TAAE activities, conference information, alternative 
education issues and relevant links. 

Printed Name:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
School:__________________________________________________School District:____________________________ 
 
Address:________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:_________________________________________________ ST:________________________ Zip:____________ 
 
Phone:(_____)____________________________________ Cell:(_____)_____________________________________ 
 
Fax:(_____)_______________________________________  E-mail:________________________________________ 
 

RETURN COMMITTEE FORM TO: TAAE Headquarters (No Later Than March 1, 2012) 
1306-A West Anderson Lane, Austin, TX 78757-1451 ǒ 512/454-8626 ǒ Fax: 512/454-3036 



2012 SESSION DESCRIPTIONS 
TAAE‘S 22nd Annual Conference and Exhibition 

TAAE: “Promoting Freedom, Opportunity and Self Respect” 

Crowne Plaza Hotel, Austin, Texas • February 2-3, 2012 
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TAAE 2012 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 



Platinum 

Sponsor 

 

TAAE DEADLINES: 

(Please Make Note!) 

Early Bird Registration Deadline: Dec. 1, 2012 

Scholarship & Award Nomination Forms Deadline: Dec. 1, 2012 

Hotel Room Deadline: January 18, 2013 

(Room block may fill early!) DON’T WAIT! 

Mark 

Your Calendar 

Feb 7-8th. 2013 

THANK YOU 2012 TAAE EXHIBITORS! 
American Preparatory  
Institute  
Booth #13  
John W. Wheeler  
Colvin L Davis  
6200 W. Central Expressway,  
Killeen, TX 76549 
254-526-1316 
Api.sales@ctcd.edu 
api.ctcd.org 

Educational Technology  
Learning  
Booth #6  
Wally Jackson  
Debbie Ott  
1256 Main Street Suite 263  
Southlake TX 76092  
Direct 888-919-6100 
Fax 817-310-3901 
dott@edtechlearn.com 
www.edtechlearn.com 

Piel Canela Peru  
Booth #8  
Maria Iris Espinoza  
Juan Espinoza  
Fair Trade Organization 
1520 Wallace RD NW 
Suite 204 
Salem, Oregon 97304 
pielcanela04@gmail.com 

 

Compass Learning Inc  
Booth # 12  
Bella Gilbert  
203 Colorado Street 
Austin, TX  78701 
713-806-4527 
www.compasslearning.com 
bgilbert@compasslearning.com 

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Skills Tutor  
Booth #9  
Steven Pace  
222 Berkeley St. 
Boston, MA 02116 
903-278-6312 
steven.pace@hmhpub.com 
www.hmhco.com 

Scientific Minds LLC  

Booth #3  
Travis Reeves  
Kathy Reeves  
7906 FM 1130 
Orange, TX 77632 
800-886-8145 
travis@scientificminds.com 
https://www.scientificminds.com  

Delaney Educational  

Booth #2  
Sheryl Baker  
Pamela Blanchette  
Sofia Scott  
1455 W. Morena Blvd. 
San Diego, CA 92110 
1-800-788-5557 
tally@deebooks.com 

Knowsys Test Prep, LLC  

Booth #4  
Kevin Griffith  
Ginger Morris  
9300 S IH 35, Ste A-500 #453  
Austin, TX 78748 
512-961-8530 
kgriffith@ktprep.com 
www.ktprep.com 

TAAE 
Booth #5  
Joe McCullough  
Executive Director 
1306-A West Anderson Lane 
Austin, TX 78757 
512-454-8626 
www.taae.org 
jmccullough@assnmgmt.com 

Education 2020  
Booth #14  
Marcia Wilson  

Lisa Bliss  
7303 E. Earll Dr. 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251 
281-450-3411 
mwilson@education2020.com 
www.education2020.com 

Muses 3, LLC  
Booth #11  
Linda Bessmer  
8524 Highway 6 N Ste 166 
Houston TX 77095 
866-936-8737 ext 100 
linda@3muses.com 
www.muses3.com 
 

Traci Lynn Fashion Jewelry  
Booth # 1  
Cecilia Baldwin  
Janet Cooper -Pitts  
3615 Cara Drive 
Springdale, MD 20774 
240-423-0858 
cbaldwin@averagefit.com 
www.tracilynnjewelry.com/  

 ODYSSEYWARE®  
Booth #10  
Barry Swihart  
Julia Long  
David Sanders  
300 N. McKinney Ave 
Chandler, AZ 85226 
1-877-795-8904 
info@odysseyware.com 
www.odysseyware.com 
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